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Charter School Effectiveness

Question:
What does research say about the impact of vouchers, choice, and charters on academic
and non-academic student outcomes?

Background:
The school choice option has garnered more national attention over recent years. In particular,
expansion of school choice options—vouchers and charters—across the southwest region has
been buoyed by local, state, and national support. In September 2017, U.S. Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos announced that The Expanding Opportunity through Quality Charter
Schools Program (Charter Schools Program or CSP) awarded new grants, totaling approximately
$253 million, to fund the creation and expansion of public charter schools nationwide.
In her announcement, Secretary DeVos said, “These grants will help supplement state-based
efforts to give students access to more options for their education. What started as a handful of
schools in Minnesota has blossomed into nearly 7,000 charter schools across the country. Charter
schools are now part of the fabric of American education, and I look forward to seeing how we
can continue to work with states to help ensure more students can learn in an environment that
works for them.”
These grants are awarded to state educational agencies and other state entities, charter
management organizations (CMOs) and other non-profit organizations and represent the first
cohort of new awards under the program's new authorizing statute, the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA). New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas are states in the southwest region that were
federal grant recipients.1

Response:
Following an established REL Southwest research protocol, we conducted a search for research
reports as well as descriptive study articles on voucher, choice, and charter programs and
practices that impact student outcomes. The sources included ERIC and other federally funded
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databases and organizations, research institutions, academic research databases, and general
Internet search engines (For details, please see the methods section at the end of this memo.)
We have not evaluated the quality of references and the resources provided in this response. We
offer them only for your reference. Also, we searched the references in the response from the
most commonly used resources of research, but they are not comprehensive and other relevant
references and resources may exist.

Research References
Chingos, M. M. & Peterson, P. E. (2013). The impact of school vouchers on college enrollment.
Education Next, 13(3), 58-64. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1027209
From the ERIC abstract: “In 1996, Cardinal John J. O'Connor, archbishop of New York,
proposed to Rudy Crew, chancellor of the New York City public school system, that the
city's most troubled public-school students be sent to Catholic schools, where he would
see that they were given an education. New York City's mayor at that time, Rudolph
Giuliani, a voucher supporter, attempted to secure public funds that would allow Catholic
schools to fulfill the cardinal's offer. Voucher opponents condemned the idea on the
grounds that it violated the no establishment of religion clause of the First Amendment. It
was only several years later, in 2002, that the U.S. Supreme Court found vouchers
constitutional. As the controversy raged in the late 1990s, a group of philanthropists
created the New York School Choice Scholarships Foundation (SCSF), which offered
three-year vouchers worth up to $1,400 annually to as many as 1,000 low-income
families with children who were either entering 1st grade or were public school students
about to enter grades two through five. Due to excess demand, SCSF established a lottery
for interested families. SCSF asked an independent research team to conduct an
experimental evaluation of the impact of the intervention on student achievement and
other outcomes, such as school climate and school quality, as reported by the students'
parents or other guardians. In this paper, the authors extend the original evaluation of the
SCSF program by estimating impacts of the offer of a voucher on college enrollment.
The results provide the first experimental evidence of the effects of a voucher
intervention on this outcome. The study is also notable for obtaining information on
college enrollments for 99 percent of study participants, greatly reducing the potential for
bias due to attrition from the evaluation. The authors find large positive impacts on
college enrollment for African American students but not for Hispanic students. Impact
data for the small group of students from other backgrounds were not able to produce
reliable evidence.”
Clark, M, A., Gleason, P. M., Tuttle, C. C., Silverberg, M. K. (2015). Do charter schools
improve student achievement? Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 37(4), 419436. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1084494
From the ERIC abstract: “This article presents findings from a lottery-based study of the
impacts of a broad set of 33 charter middle schools across 13 states on student
achievement. To estimate charter school impacts, we compare test score outcomes of
students admitted to these schools through the randomized admissions lotteries with
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outcomes of applicants who were not admitted. We find that impacts varied considerably
across schools and students, with more positive impacts for more disadvantaged schools
and students and more negative impacts for the more advantaged. On average across the
schools in the study, the impacts of charter middle schools on student achievement were
negative but not statistically significant, regardless of whether we examined the impact of
the offer of admission or actual attendance at these schools.”
Condliffe, B. F., Boyd, M. L. & DeLuca, S. (2015). Stuck in school: How social context shapes
school choice for inner-city students. Teachers College Record, 117(3).
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1056742
From the ERIC abstract: “Background: High school choice policies attempt to improve
the educational outcomes of poor and minority students by allowing access to high
schools beyond neighborhood boundaries. These policies assume that given a choice,
families will be able to select a school that supports their child's learning and promotes
educational attainment. However, research on the effects of public school choice
programs on the academic achievement of disadvantaged students is mixed, suggesting
that families do not necessarily respond to these programs in ways that policymakers
intend. Purpose: The purpose of this article is to identify how family and neighborhood
contexts interact with public school choice policies to shape the educational opportunities
of inner-city students. Specifically, we ask: What criteria are used to choose schools?
What are the implications of these school choice decisions for students' future
educational and occupational opportunities? Research Design: We use data from
interviews and fieldwork conducted with 118 low-income African American youth ages
15-24 who attended Baltimore City Public Schools at some point during their high school
career. Research on school choice tends to rely on data from parents, and we offer a
unique contribution by asking youth themselves about their experiences with school
choice. Conclusions: Although school choice policies assume that parents will guide
youths' decision about where they go to high school, the majority of youth in our sample
were the primary decision makers in the high school choice process. Additionally, these
youth made these choices under considerable constraints imposed by the district policy
and by their family, peers, and academic background. As a result, the youth often selected
a school within a very limited choice set and chose schools that did not necessarily
maximize their educational opportunity. Our results demonstrate that school choice
policies must take into account the social context in which educational decisions are
made in order to maximize chances for students' individual academic achievement and to
decrease inequality by race and social class.”
Dills, A. K. & Hernandez-Julian, R. (2011). More choice, less crime. Education Finance and
Policy, v6(2), 246-266. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ931758
From the ERIC abstract: “Previous research debates whether public school choice
improves students' academic outcomes, but there is little examination of its effects on
their nonacademic outcomes. We use data from a nationally representative sample of
high school students, a previously developed Tiebout choice measure, and metropolitanlevel data on teenage arrest rates to examine how public school choice affects students'
propensity to be arrested or to join a gang. Adolescents in metropolitan areas with more
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public school choice are less likely to be associated with criminal activity, suggesting that
the benefits of public school choice extend outside the classroom.”
Dynarski, M., Rui, N., Webber, A. & Gutmann, B. (2017). Evaluation of the DC opportunity
scholarship program: Impacts after one year (NCEE 2017-4022). Washington, DC: U.S.
Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education
Evaluation and Regional Assistance https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED573822
From the ERIC abstract: “The District of Columbia Opportunity Scholarship Program
(OSP) was created by Congress to provide tuition vouchers to low-income parents who
want their child to attend a private school. The Scholarships for Opportunity and Results
(SOAR) Act of 2011 also mandated an evaluation of the OSP program. This report
examines impacts one year after eligible families applied to the program on outcomes
such as student achievement, satisfaction with schools, perceptions of school safety, and
parent involvement. The program selected students to receive scholarships using a lottery
process in 2012, 2013, and 2014, which allows for an experimental design that compared
outcomes for a treatment group (995 students selected through the lottery to receive
offers of scholarships) and a control group (776 students not selected to receive offers of
scholarships). Approximately 30 percent of students offered scholarships did not use
them, so the evaluation examines both the impacts of being offered and the impacts of
using scholarships. Key findings include: (1) After one year, the OSP had a statistically
significant negative impact on the mathematics achievement of students offered or using
a scholarship; and (2) The program did not have a statistically significant impact on
parents' or students' general satisfaction with the school the child attended in that first
year. The following are appended: (1) Lottery Structure, Study Sample, and Impact
Findings; (2) Technical Approach; and (3) Additional Analyses.”
Egalite, A. J. (2013). Measuring competitive effects from school voucher programs: A
systematic review. Journal of School Choice, v7(4), 443-464.
https://eric.ed.gov/?&id=EJ1024141
From the ERIC abstract: “Studies of the competition effects from voucher or tuition tax
credit scholarship programs on public school student academic outcomes have taken
place in seven locations throughout the United States, with the majority of studies taking
place in Florida, followed by Wisconsin. This article reviews 21 total studies of the
impacts on student academic outcomes, finding neutral to positive results. The various
competition measures used in the literature are thoroughly reviewed and regression
discontinuity design is identified as the most rigorous estimation strategy capable of
identifying the causal effect of competition threats on traditional public schools.”
Fleming, D. J., Mitchell, W. & McNally, M. (2014). Can markets make citizens? School
vouchers, political tolerance, and civic engagement. Journal of School Choice, 8(2), 213236. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1030233
From the ERIC abstract: “School voucher programs challenge the traditional role of the
public school as the builder of citizens, raising the question of whether private schools
can provide a civic education of equal quality. In this study, we use survey data from the
Milwaukee voucher program to investigate the relative benefits in civic outcomes of
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attending a voucher school. We find that voucher students demonstrate modestly higher
levels of political tolerance, civic skills, future political participation, and volunteering
when compared to public school students. Further analyses indicate these results may be
driven in part by those students attending Catholic and other religious schools.”
Jeynes, W. H. (2012). A meta-analysis on the effects and contributions of public, public charter,
and religious schools on student outcomes. Peabody Journal of Education, 87(3), 305335. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ971904
From the ERIC abstract: “An extensive meta-analysis, including 90 studies, was
undertaken on the effects of religious private schools, charter schools, and public schools.
The study explores the relationship between each of these school types and student
outcomes. Additional analyses were done to determine the strengths and weaknesses of
these institutions in a broad sense. The results indicate that attending private religious
schools is associated with the highest level of academic achievement among the three
school types, even when sophisticated controls are used to adjust for socioeconomic
status. Students from public charter schools, however, performed no better than their
counterparts in other public schools. Supplementary analyses indicate several ways that
educators from religious and public schools can learn from one another. (Contains 6
tables.)”
Mills, J. N. (2013). Behaviors, noncognitive skills, and school choice. Journal of School Choice,
7(3), 372-388. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1024139
From the ERIC abstract: “While choice opponents and proponents tend to focus on how
programs impact achievement, the growing body of research indicating a strong
relationship between future outcomes and noncognitive skills indicates a need to broaden
the basis for assessing programs. This article synthesizes the existing literature on the
development of noncognitive skills in private schools, charter schools, and public school
choice programs. Comprehensive knowledge of the effects of school choice should
include an understanding of the promotion of noncognitive skills and socially acceptable
behavior in choice settings. This article highlights the need for future research examining
the impacts of schools of choice on noncognitive skill development and student
behaviors.”
Mills, J. N.; Wolf, P. J. (2017). Vouchers in the bayou: The effects of the Louisiana scholarship
program on student achievement after 2 years. Educational Evaluation and Policy
Analysis, 39(3), 464-484. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1149555
From the ERIC abstract: “The Louisiana Scholarship Program (LSP) offers publicly
funded vouchers to students in low-performing schools with family income no greater
than 250% of the poverty line, allowing them to enroll in participating private schools.
Initially established in 2008 as a pilot program in New Orleans, the LSP was expanded
statewide in 2012. This article examines the experimental effects of using an LSP
scholarship to enroll in one's first-choice private school on student achievement in the
first 2 years following the program's expansion. Our results indicate that the use of an
LSP scholarship has negatively affected both English Language Arts (ELA) and
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mathematics achievement. We observe less negative effect estimates in the second year
of the program, with the impacts on ELA only on the margin of statistical significance.”
National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (2010). Evaluation of the DC
opportunity scholarship program: Final report. NCEE Study Snapshot. (NCEE 20104032). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences.
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED510452
From the ERIC abstract: “Called the DC Opportunity Scholarship Program (OSP) since
its inception, the federally funded program provided scholarships of up to $7,500 for low
income residents of the District of Columbia to send their children to participating private
schools. Overall, low-income students who were awarded vouchers to attend private
schools through the OSP were performing at similar levels in reading and math 4 to 5
years later as students who also applied to the OSP, but were not awarded scholarships.
However, students awarded vouchers graduated at significantly higher rates than did their
counterparts, according to parent reports. The OSP also had a positive impact on parents'
satisfaction with their child's school and their perceptions of the school's safety, but
students themselves rated school satisfaction and safety the same whether they received a
voucher or not. (Contains 2 figures.) [This snapshot was based from the following study:
Wolf, Patrick, Babette Gutmann, Michael Puma, Brian Kisida, Lou Rizzo, Nada Eissa,
and Matthew Carr. (2010). "Evaluation of the DC Opportunity Scholarship Program:
Final Report." Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education
Sciences, National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance
(ED510451).]”
Orfield, M. & Luce, T. (2016). An analysis of student performance in Chicago’s charter schools.
Education Policy Analysis Archives, 24(111). https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1119286
From the ERIC abstract: “Charter schools have become the cornerstone of school reform
in Chicago and in many other large cities. Enrollments in Chicago charters increased by
more than ten times between 2000 and 2014 and, with strong support from the current
mayor and his administration, the system continues to grow. Indeed, although state law
limits charter schools in Chicago to 75 schools, proponents have used a loophole that
allows multiple campuses for some charters to bypass the limit and there are now more
than 140 individual charter campuses in Chicago. This study uses comprehensive data for
the 2012-13 and 2013-14 school years to show that, after controlling for the mix of
students and challenges faced by individual schools, Chicago's charter schools
underperform their traditional counterparts in most measurable ways. Reading and math
pass rates, reading and math growth rates, graduation rates, and average ACT scores (in
one of the two years) are lower in charters all else equal, than in traditional neighborhood
schools. The results for the two years also imply that the gap between charters and
traditionals widened in the second year for most of the measures. The findings are
strengthened by the fact that self-selection by parents and students into the charter system
biases the results in favor of charter schools.”
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Rouse, C. E. & Barrow, L. (2009). School vouchers and student achievement: Recent evidence
and remaining questions. Annual Review of Economics, 1, 17-42.
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1053872
From the ERIC abstract: “In this article, we review the empirical evidence on the impact
of education vouchers on student achievement and briefly discuss the evidence from
other forms of school choice. The best research to date finds relatively small achievement
gains for students offered education vouchers, most of which are not statistically different
from zero. Furthermore, what little evidence exists regarding the potential for public
schools to respond to increased competitive pressure generated by vouchers suggests that
one should remain wary that large improvements would result from a more
comprehensive voucher system. The evidence from other forms of school choice is also
consistent with this conclusion. Many questions remain unanswered, however, including
whether vouchers have longer-run impacts on outcomes such as graduation rates, college
enrollment, or even future wages, and whether vouchers might nevertheless provide a
cost-neutral alternative to our current system of public education provision at the
elementary and secondary school level.”
Sass, T. R., Zimmer, R.W., Gill, B. P. & Booker, T. K. (2016). Charter high schools’ effects on
long-term attainment and earnings. Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, v35(3),
683-706. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1103536
From the ERIC abstract: “Since their inception in 1992, the number of charter schools
has grown to more than 6,800 nationally, serving nearly three million students. Various
studies have examined charter schools' impacts on test scores, and a few have begun to
examine longer-term outcomes including graduation and college attendance. This paper
is the first to estimate charter schools' effects on earnings in adulthood, alongside effects
on educational attainment. Using data from Florida, we first confirm previous research
(Booker et al., 2011) that students attending charter high schools are more likely to
graduate from high school and enroll in college. We then examine two longer-term
outcomes not previously studied in research on charter schools--college persistence and
earnings. We find that students attending charter high schools are more likely to persist in
college, and that in their mid-20s they experience higher earnings.”
Shakeel, M. D., Anderson, K. P. & Wolf, P. J. (2016). The participant effects of private school
vouchers across the globe: A meta-analytic and systematic review. Society for Research
on Educational Effectiveness. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED567044
From the ERIC abstract: “The objective of this meta-analysis is to rigorously assess the
participant effects of private school vouchers, or in other words, to estimate the average
academic impacts that the offer (or use) of a voucher has on a student. This review adds
to the literature by being the first to systematically review all Randomized Control Trials
(RCTs) in an international context. This paper presents three meta-analytic estimates of
the impacts of school vouchers: (1) just in the U.S.; (2) just outside the U.S.; and (3)
globally including the U.S. and all other countries. The initial research was guided by the
following question: What is the impact of private school vouchers globally on the student
achievement of those students offered the vouchers? The RCTs included in this analysis
were located in four countries: the United States of America, Kenya, Colombia, and
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India. The U.S. studies covered programs in Charlotte, North Carolina; Dayton, Ohio;
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; New York City; Toledo, Ohio; and Washington, D.C. The
participants in the RCTs were children who attended private schools through a school
voucher. The grades analyzed ranged from K-12, although most individual RCTs
included a shorter grade range in their analysis. The programs evaluated were publicly or
privately funded school voucher or K-12 "scholarship" programs. The research design of
the studies that inform the meta-analysis was random assignment of children to treatment
and control groups. Most studies had a one-stage randomization through administration
of a lottery while one study in Andhra Pradesh, India was based on a two-stage
randomization (randomly assign students within randomly assigned villages). For this
meta-analysis, researchers identified publications from computer and networked searches
through a variety of sources. For math scores, the effect sizes are positive for twelve
studies except for Rouse (1998), Bettinger (2003), and Muralidharan and Sundararaman
(2015). For reading studies, the effect sizes are positive for thirteen studies except for
Krueger and Zhu (2004). Overall global effect size from meta-analysis indicates null
impacts on math scores [95% CI: -0.003 to 0.057 standard deviations] and positive, but
small impacts on reading scores [95% CI: 0.066 to 0.127 standard deviations]. For
reading outcome measures, the effect size is positive overall for studies in and outside of
the U.S. The effect size is much greater for non-U.S. regions (d = 0.136) [95% CI: 0.087
to 0.185 standard deviations] than for U.S. (d = 0.071) [95% CI: 0.032 to 0.111 standard
deviations]. Additionally, the effect size for privately funded vouchers (d = 0.102) [95%
CI: 0.064 to 0.139 standard deviations] is more than that for publicly funded vouchers
(0.087) [95% CI: 0.033 to 0.142 standard deviations]. Details on search and exclusion
process, along with tables and figures, are appended.”
Wang, J., Schweig, J. D. & Herman, J. L. (2017). Is there a magnet-school effect? A multisite
study of MSAP-funded magnet schools. Journal of Education for Students Placed at
Risk, 22(2), 77-99. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1137247
From the ERIC abstract: “Magnet schools are one of the largest sectors of choice schools
in the United States. In this study, we explored the heterogeneity in magnet-school effects
on student achievement by examining 24 magnet schools, funded under the Magnet
Schools Assistance Program (MSAP), in 5 school districts across 4 states. The magnet
effects were synthesized across schools with a multilevel variance-known analysis, using
the school-level effects estimated with a propensity score matched regression approach.
Results indicated significant variation in magnet effects on student outcomes, with some
magnet schools showing positive effects, and others showing negative effects. This
variation can be explained by program implementation and magnet support.”
What Works Clearinghouse (2012). What Works Clearinghouse Quick Review: “The effects of
school vouchers on college enrollment: Experimental evidence from New York City.”
Washington, DC: Author. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences.
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED535326
From the ERIC abstract: “The study reviewed in this report examined the effects of
private school vouchers on college enrollment outcomes. The vouchers were given to
low-income elementary-age students through the New York School Choice Scholarships
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Foundation (SCSF) program. In 1997, the SCSF used a random assignment lottery to
offer three-year vouchers to approximately 1,000 low-income families with children
entering grades 1 through 5. The vouchers could be used to reduce the cost of attending
any private school in New York City. The maximum value of the vouchers was $1,400
per year, which represented most of the typical tuition cost of attending a Catholic school
in New York City. More than three quarters of the children who received vouchers
ultimately made use of the scholarship at some point during the three-year period. The
sample used in this analysis was 2,642 New York City public school students (1,363
students who were offered vouchers, and 1,279 students who served as a comparison
group) in grades 1-5 in 1997. Of the participants, 42% were African-American and 46%
were Hispanic. The study found no differences of the offer of a school voucher on college
enrollment; however, there was a positive impact of vouchers on college enrollment
(part-time and full-time) for African-American students. In addition, the study reported
that African-American students who were offered a school voucher had statistically
significantly higher rates of attending a private 4-year university or a selective 4-year
university. The study also found no statistically significant effects of school vouchers on
any of the outcomes assessed for the subgroup of Hispanic students. This study "meets
What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) evidence standards" because it is a randomized
controlled trial with low attrition for all outcomes, for both the full sample and for the
two subgroups reported (African-American and Hispanic students). [The following study
is reviewed in this What Works Clearinghouse Quick Review: “The Effects of School
Vouchers on College Enrollment: Experimental Evidence from New York City”
(ED534618).]”
What Works Clearinghouse (2012). WWC Review of the Report “Milwaukee Parental Choice
Program Longitudinal Educational Growth Study Fifth Year Report.” Washington, DC:
Author. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences.
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED534783
From the ERIC abstract: “The study reviewed in this report examined the effectiveness
of the “Milwaukee Parental Choice Program” (“MPCP”), which provides vouchers for
low-income students to attend private schools. The study analyzed data on about 600
students who were given “MPCP” vouchers in the 2006-07 school year. The authors
created a comparison group of similar size by matching the “MPCP” students to students
who attended Milwaukee Public Schools. The study estimated the effect of the voucher
program by comparing “MPCP” students’ standardized test scores in 2010--four years
after they were given a voucher--with those of comparison group students. The study
found that the reading test scores of “MPCP” students in 2010 were 0.15 standard
deviations higher than they were for the matched comparison sample, a statistically
significant difference. There was no significant difference in math test scores in 2010.
The research described in this report meets What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) evidence
standards with reservations. Appended are: (1) Study details; (2) Outcome measures for
each domain; and (3) Study findings for each domain. A glossary of terms is included.
(Contains 2 endnotes.) [The following study is the focus of this “Review”: “MPCP
Longitudinal Educational Growth Study: Fifth Year Report. SCDP Milwaukee
Evaluation Report #29” (ED530071). For the “WWC Quick Review” of this report,
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“What Works Clearinghouse Quick Review: Milwaukee Parental Choice Program
Longitudinal Educational Growth Study Fifth Year Report,” see ED530840.]”
What Works Clearinghouse (2015). WWC Single Study Review of the Report “Stand and
deliver: Effects of Boston’s charter high schools on college preparation, entry, and
choice.” Washington, DC: Author. U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education
Sciences. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED555625
From the ERIC abstract: “For the 2014 study, "Stand and Deliver: Effects of Boston's
Charter High Schools on College Preparation, Entry, and Choice," researchers measured
the effects of attending Boston's charter high schools on students' reading and math
achievement, high school graduation, and college outcomes. Six Boston charter schools
that include one or more high school grades participated in the study. The study design is
based on randomized offers of admission to charter schools. Study authors used statistical
techniques to estimate the differences in outcomes for students who would enroll in a
charter school if offered admission but would not enroll if they were assigned to the
comparison group. Researchers measured the effect of attending a charter school on
student achievement in reading and math, eligibility for a scholarship that waives
Massachusetts public university tuition, high school graduation, college enrollment, and
college persistence. The study had high levels of attrition from the initial randomization
to the analytic sample, and the authors were unable to demonstrate baseline equivalence.
Therefore, the research does not meet WWC group design standards. A glossary of terms
is provided.”
Wolf, P. J., Kisida, B., Gutmann, B., Puma, M., Eissa, N. & Rizzo, L. (2013). School vouchers
and student outcomes: Experimental evidence from Washington, DC. Journal of Policy
Analysis and Management, 32(2), 246-270. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1010252
From the ERIC abstract: “School vouchers are the most contentious form of parental
school choice. Vouchers provide government funds that parents can use to send their
children to private schools of their choice. Here we examine the empirical question of
whether or not a school voucher program in Washington, DC, affected achievement or
the rate of high school graduation for participating students. The District of Columbia
Opportunity Scholarship Program (OSP) has operated in the nation's capital since 2004,
funded by a federal government appropriation. Because the program was oversubscribed
in its early years of operation, and vouchers were awarded by lottery, we were able to use
the "gold standard" evaluation method of a randomized experiment to determine what
impacts the OSP had on student outcomes. Our analysis revealed compelling evidence
that the DC voucher program had a positive impact on high school graduation rates,
suggestive evidence that the program increased reading achievement, and no evidence
that it affected math achievement. We discuss the implications of these findings in light
of recent policy developments including the reauthorization of the OSP and the
enactment or expansion of more than a dozen school voucher or voucher-type programs
throughout the United States in 2011 and 2012. (Contains 9 tables, 4 figures, and 24
footnotes.)”
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Additional Organizations to Consult
What Works Clearinghouse— https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW
From the website: “The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews the existing
research on different programs, products, practices, and policies in education. Our
goal is to provide educators with the information they need to make evidence-based
decisions. We focus on the results from high-quality research to answer the question
“What works in education?”
Reviews of Individual Studies: Charter Schools—
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ReviewedStudies/#/Keyword:Charter%20schools,OnlyStudi
esWithPositiveEffects:false,SetNumber:1
Reviews of Individual Studies: School Choice—
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ReviewedStudies/#/Keyword:School%20Choice,OnlyStudie
sWithPositiveEffects:false,SetNumber:1
Reviews of Individual Studies: School Vouchers—
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ReviewedStudies/#/Keyword:School%20Vouchers,OnlyStud
iesWithPositiveEffects:false,SetNumber:1

Methods
Keywords and Search Strings
The following keywords and search strings were used to search the reference databases and other
sources:
School vouchers and student outcomes
School choice and student outcomes
Charter schools and student outcomes

Databases and Resources
We searched ERIC for relevant resources. ERIC is a free online library of over 1.6 million
citations of education research sponsored by the Institute of Education Sciences. Additionally,
we searched Google Scholar and PsychInfo.

Reference Search and Selection Criteria
When we were searching and reviewing resources, we considered the following criteria:
Date of the publication: References and resources published from 2012 to present, were
included in the search and review.
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Search Priorities of Reference Sources: Search priority is given to study reports, briefs,
and other documents that are published and/or reviewed by IES and other federal or
federally funded organizations, academic databases, including ERIC, EBSCO
databases, JSTOR database, PsychInfo, PsychArticle, and Google Scholar.
Methodology: Following methodological priorities/considerations were given in the
review and selection of the references: (a) study types – randomized control trials,
quasi experiments, surveys, descriptive data analyses, literature reviews, policy briefs,
etc., generally in this order (b) target population, samples (representativeness of the
target population, sample size, volunteered or randomly selected, etc.), study
duration, etc. (c) limitations, generalizability of the findings and conclusions, etc.

This memorandum is one in a series of quick-turnaround responses to specific questions posed by stakeholders in the
Southwest Region (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas), which is served by the Regional Educational
Laboratory (REL) Southwest at SEDL. This memorandum was prepared by REL Southwest under a contract with the U.S.
Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES), Contract ED-IES-12-C-0012, administered by SEDL. Its
content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of
trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.

REL Southwest

http://relsouthwest.sedl.org/ask/
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